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partisan. What we wanted to do was to make
the INS work better, for people who were
eligible for naturalization.

Now, for people who are trying to get in
the country, it’s a genuine dilemma, because
every nation has to have some control over
its borders and some limits on immigration.
And if you ignore those entirely, with regard
to Mexico, because of our long history and
the culture of the Rio Grande Valley and all
of that you know very well, then you’re sort
of really hurting those people that wait their
turn in line.

So I think what we need is a little better
treatment. We need to review the quota. We
need to make sure that people are treated
right, and then we need to examine whether
or not we need to do more on the family
unification front. As you know, that’s one of
things we’re fighting for in the Latino immi-
grant fairness legislation before Congress
now, is trying to do a little more on family
reunification, because it seems to me that
America ought to be a pro-family country.
We ought to let people be together, and
that’s another reason I’m fighting for the Li-
berians, too. You may be familiar with that
case and the Liberian immigrants.

I will say this: I think, on balance, the Gov-
ernment works a lot better than it did when
I got here, but I am disappointed that I have
not made more improvements in the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service. So both
Governor Bush and the Vice President are
right, and I’m glad that they have both com-
mitted to focus on it.

Post-Presidential Plans

Mr. Diaz-Balart. My last question is,
here’s a kid who goes to the White House
and meets President Kennedy, then later as
a grown man is saying hello to kids on that
same lawn. Here’s a political animal who has
studied all his life politics, history. I see you
out there on the line, and you seem to be
the last guy who wants to be there. The peo-
ple who have shook your hand leave before
you do, because you want to say hello and
touch everybody out there. How in the heck
are you going to do—what are you going to
do after this? Here’s a guy who—you’re a
young guy, and all your life you’ve done this,

and I see you out there. Now what? What
happens?

The President. I do love politics, and I
also love public service. I will miss the job
of being President even more than the polit-
ical events, even more than living in the
White House, which has been a profound
honor. But you know, it is our system, and
it’s probably a pretty good system, that a per-
son just gets to be President for 8 years, if
you’re lucky. So I have to do what I’ve done
before at several points in my life. I have
to start a new life and figure out how to use
the life I’ve lived to good effect in building
a new life.

And I won’t have to stop being a citizen
of America or a citizen of the world; I just
won’t be the candidate any more. I hope I’ll
be a member of the Senate spouses’ club
after Tuesday. I told Vice President Gore
that if he got elected, I would do whatever
he wanted me to do, anything from coming
in to talk or going to funerals. I’d do whatever
I was asked to do.

I’ve done this. I’m grateful. I’m not going
to stop being an interested citizen, but I have
to make a new life. I just hope it will be
one that will be of some use to my country.

Mr. Diaz-Balart. Mr. President, thank
you very much. I appreciate you being with
us on ‘‘Esta Manana.’’

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 5:10 p.m. at
the African Square Plaza for later broadcast, and
the transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on November 9. In his remarks,
the President referred to Republican Presidential
candidate Gov. George W. Bush; President Fidel
Castro of Cuba; President Vojislav Kostunica of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro); and President Vicente Fox and
former President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this interview.

Statement on Signing the Energy Act
of 2000
November 9, 2000

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2884,
the ‘‘Energy Act of 2000.’’ This Act extends
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key authorities that aid management of en-
ergy emergencies, specifies the conditions
under which the Northeast Home Heating
Oil Reserve can be used, and updates the
operating rules for the Weatherization Assist-
ance Program.

The Act reauthorizes the operation of the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, a critical line
of defense against the threat of energy short-
ages that can cripple our economy. Extension
of the direct authority for the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve guarantees that the full range
of means will be available to any Administra-
tion that may need to take actions necessary
to secure our Nation’s energy supplies.

The Act also restores the limited antitrust
protection for U.S. oil companies assisting
the Department of Energy and the Inter-
national Energy Agency in planning for and
responding to an oil emergency. With this
protection, these companies can continue
their vital participation in preparing and im-
plementing a coordinated and effective re-
sponse.

As I also requested, the Act provides au-
thority to establish and use a Northeast
Home Heating Oil Reserve with a capacity
of up to 2 million barrels. This Reserve will
serve New England and the upper Mid-
Atlantic States where consumers rely to a
great extent on heating oil to heat their
homes. Creation of the Northeast Home
Heating Oil Reserve was a priority of my Ad-
ministration, and I am pleased the Congress
provided bi-partisan support for its inclusion
in this Act.

The Act also amends the Department of
Energy’s Weatherization Assistance Pro-
gram, a program that reduces heating and
cooling costs for low-income Americans by
improving the energy efficiency of their
homes. These changes will make it easier for
States to provide timely energy weatheriza-
tion services and include a repeal of a finan-
cially burdensome cost-sharing requirement
for the States.

Unfortunately, this Act also contains an ob-
jectionable provision that transfers licensing
authority for small hydroelectric projects in
Alaska from Federal jurisdiction to the State
of Alaska. I remain strongly opposed to this
provision because it could erode the Federal
Power Act’s uniform system for licensing hy-

droelectric projects in the United States and
impair the Federal Government’s ability to
protect Federally managed resources.

The Act also amends the President’s exist-
ing authority, under section 161(h) of the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act, to draw
down the Strategic Petroleum Reserve by
making exercise of the authority dependent
upon a finding by the Secretary of Defense
that the drawdown would not impair national
security. This amendment is objectionable
because, in effect, it conditions the exercise
of judgmental authority by the President
upon the agreement of one of his subordi-
nates.

Despite these objectionable features, I be-
lieve that the Act demonstrates this Nation’s
and my own commitment to providing for
a more secure energy future, and I am
pleased to sign it today.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 9, 2000.

NOTE: H.R. 2884, approved November 9, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–469. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Statement on Signing the Energy Act
of 2000
November 9, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign the ‘‘Energy
Act of 2000,’’ which contains a number of
measures to strengthen America’s energy se-
curity that I have repeatedly urged Congress
to act on this year. This legislation reauthor-
izes the operation of the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, a critical line of defense against the
threat of energy shortages, and guarantees
that a full range of tools will be available to
secure America’s energy supplies. In addi-
tion, this legislation establishes an appro-
priate trigger for the use of the 2 million bar-
rel Northeast Home Heating Oil Reserve
that I directed my administration to establish
earlier this year. This will help provide an
insurance policy against supply shortages and
price spikes in winters and assist consumers
who rely on heating oil to heat their homes.


